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(54) Electronic banking device 

(57) An electronic banking device to be carried on 
the person of a user comprises a holder (10) which may 
be flexible so that the holder resembles a wallet or 
purse. The holder accommodates a number of compo- 
nents enabling the user to make monetary transactions. 
The components accommodated by the holder Include 
receptacles (20) for smart cards (1 9), a smart card read- 
er, an interactive display device including a touch screen 


(14). a mobile electronic data communications facility, 
and a transaction processing means (12,16) in data 
communication with the smart card reader, the display 
device and the data communications facility. The display 
device is user operable to communicate financial trans- 
action instructions to the transaction processing means 
(1 2) which is programmed to respond to the instructions 
to effect financial transfers between the smart card read- 
er and the data communications facility. 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to an electronic 
banking device to be carried on the person of a user. 

The banking device comprises a holder which accom- 5 
modates a number of components enabling the user to 
make monetary transactions. 

[0002] The wallet or purse is the traditional and famil- 
iar means to hold cash and other everyday objects about 
the person. Other devices such as credit cards, smart JO 
cards and tokens have broadened the range of personal 
financial transactions so that a choice can be made to 
transact purchases and make other financial transac- 
tions either with cash held in the wallet or purse or elec- 
tronically through retail point-of-sale terminals or auto- 
mated teller machines. An even wider range of transac- 
tions has become commonplace through the advent of 
telephone banking whereby telephone or personal com- 
puter instructions to the relevant institution can be com- 
municated for financial transfers and the purchase of 20 
services. 

[0003] The variety of means to manage money has 
thus expanded so that the individual user is faced with 
a mass of different, often technologically complex de- 
vices and interfaces for communication and transaction 25 
in different contexts such as within the home, on the 
move or at work. The user is also faced with an increas- 
ing diversity of information from advertisers, banks and 
retailers which may affect the management of financial 
affairs. 

[0004] It is an aim of the present invention to provide 
an electronic banking device, to be carried on the per- 
son, which provides the user with the personal means 
to complete electronic financial transactions through an 
electronic communications facility without recourse to a 3 S 


sists in a method of operating a portable device, char- 
acterised by the steps of maintaining one or more smart 
cards in a wallet, inserting one of the smart cards into a 
card reader carried by the wallet, reading encrypted da- 
ta from the smart card, decrypting the data, deriving a 
monetary amount from the data, transmitting a message 
to a remote party, receiving a message from the remote 
party and, in response, altering the monetary amount, 
producing encrypted data which indicates the altered 
monetary amount, delivering the encrypted data to the 
card reader, and storing the encrypted data in the smart 
card inserted into the card reader. 

[0009] The invention may be embodied in an electron- 
ic banking device to be carried on the person of a user, 
the banking device comprising a holder accommodating 
a receptacle for at least one smart card, a smart card 
reader, an interactive display device including a touch 
screen, a mobile electronic data communications facili- 
ty, and a transaction processing means in data commu- 
nication with the smart card reader, the display device 
and the data communications facility, the display device 
being user operable to communicate financial transac- 
tion instructions to the transaction processing means, 
and the data transaction processing means being pro- 
grammed to respond to the instructions to effect finan- 
cial transfers between the smart card reader and the da- 
ta communications facility. 

[0010] The holder may be in the form of a wallet which 
is openable to provide access to the smart card reader, 
the touch screen and the mobile communications facil- 
ity. 

[0011] The invention will now be described, by way of 
example, with reference to the accompanying drawings 
in which; 


plurality of separate technical devices. 

[0005] From one aspect, the invention consists in ap- 
paratus comprising a wallet containing one or more 
pockets for storing one or more cards, characterised by 
a communication system for receiving data from a card, 40 
and transmitting the data to a remote receiver. 

[0006] F rom another aspect, the invention consists in 
apparatus comprising a wallet containing one or more 
pockets for storing one or more cards, at least one card 
reader attached to the wallet for reading a card, and bi- 4 s 
ometric verification means for taking an image of a phys- 
ical characteristic of a person, and verifying whether that 
person corresponds to the person named on the card. 
[0007] From yet another aspect, the invention con- 
sists in a method of undertaking a transaction with an so 
automated terminal, characterised by the steps of: 
transporting a portable wallet to the terminal, transfer- 
ring a card or token from a pocket in the wallet into a 
reader associated with the wallet, reading data from the 
card or token, presenting an image of physiology to the ss 
wallet for verification, and causing the wallet to transmit 
a messag© addressed 1o the terminal. 

[0008] From still another aspect, the invention con- 


Figure 1 represents a wallet, incorporating the 
present invention, shown in a closed position. 
Figure 2 represents the wallet of Figure 1 shown in 
an open position. 

Figure 3 is a block diagram of an electronic network 
including a network site constituted by the wallet of 
Figures 1 and 2, and 

Figure 4 shows a block circuit diagram of compo- 
nents accommodated within the wallet of Figures 1 
and 2. 

[0012] Referring to Figures 1 and 2 of the accompa- 
nying drawings, there is shown a wallet 10 comprising 
a flexible leather or fabric outer casing 11 . The casing 
is folded over as shown in Figure 1 when not in use so 
that the wallet can be conveniently carried on the person 
of the user. The wallet 1 0 is unfolded as shown in Figure 
2 to allow physical access to a number of items accom- 
modated within the wallet. Other functional items, as will 
be explained, are accommodated within the interior 
depth of the casing and remain out of sight of the user 
even when the wallet 10 is unfolded. 

[0013] Referring to Figure 4, the wallet 10 is repre- 
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sented diagrammatical ly by an outer, dotted line rectan- 
gle. The wallet accommodates a transaction processor 
12. incorporating a read-only memory 12a. The trans- 
action processor Is connected to a data bus 1 3. A liquid 
crystal touch screen display 1 4. a smart card reader 15, s 
a random access memory 1 6, an electronic mobile com- 
munications facility 17 and a microphone 18 are also 
connected to the data bus 1 3. 

[0014] As seen in Figure 2, the wallet 10 accommo- 
dates a number of smart cards 19 which can be placed io 
by the user within storage pockets 20 in the wallet cas- 
ing. The pockets 20 may number 2 as shown in Figure 
2 or any other convenient number greater than 2. 

[0015] The liquid crystal display 14 is seen in Figure 
2 to be mounted on the inner face of the flap 21 of the 
wallet to be visible to the user. The microphone 18 is 
mounted in the flap 22 of the wallet to be accessible to 
the voice of the user. The processor 12 and the smart 
card reader 1 5, the memory 1 6 and the communications 
facility 1 7 are all disposed within the Interior depth of the 20 
wallet casing. The transaction processor 12 and mem- 
ory 16 are shown diagrammatically by dotted lines in 
Figure 2 as disposed interiorly of the flap 22 of the wallet 
10. The card reader 15 is disposed behind the display 
14 in the flap 21 of the wallet but has a card receiving 2 S 
slot 23 which is positioned alongside the screen 1 4. The 
slot 23 Is provided in the smart card reader to receive 
one of the smart cards 1 9 taken from its storage pocket 
20 . 

[0016] The communications facility 17 is also dis- 30 
posed within the flap 21 of the wallet behind the display 
screen 14. An extensible aerial 24 forming part of the 
communications facility 1 7 is however arranged for ac- 
cess by the user. A user recognition device 25 is provid- 
ed to control the powering on of the components shown 35 
in Figure 4. 

[0017] In Figure 3, the wallet 1 0 is shown in operation 
as one site of an electronic communications network. 
Other sites include a banking building 26 including an 
automatic teller machine 27 and a building 28 including 40 
a personal computer 29. The communications network 
Is shown diagrammatically to include a satellite 30 which 
provides a link to satellite dishes 31 provided on the 
buildings 26 and 28. It will be understood by those skilled 
in the art of electronic communications that the network 45 
is capable of transmitting data to be relayed over the 
public switched networks with additional links to the in- 
ternet for e-mail communications. 

[0018] In operation, a user can open the wallet 10 to 
gain access to the user recognition device 25. The rec- so 
ognition device is a biometrics device which operates 
by reference to an image of the iris of the authorized 
user. The authorized image is stored by the transaction 
processor. When an attempt is made to use the wallet, 
a comparison is made between the stored image and ss 
the iris of the user attempting to use the wallet. If there 
is a match between the iris of the user and the stored 
Image, the transaction processor 12 is enabled and a 


message informing the user of this is displayed on the 
display screen 14. If there is no match, the transaction 
processor 12 is shut down. 

[0019] It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that 
the biometrics recognition device 25 may take a form 
other than an iris recognition device. One such alterna- 
tive form is a biometrics recognition device in which rec- 
ognition is made of the fingerprint of the authorized user. 
[0020] Upon recognition of the user, the transaction 
processor 12 is programmed by means of programs 
stored in the ROM 12a to display to the user a menu of 
options on the screen 14. The options enable mobile 
electronic banking and communication, electronic com- 
merce, and computing operations as will be explained. 
[ 0021 ] In a first option, the user may select a banking 
operation which involves the use of one of the smart 
cards 19 selected from its storage pocket 20. The user 
Is instructed through the display 14 to insert the smart 
card 1 9 into the slot 23 of the smart card reader 1 5. The 
smart card reader 1 5 communicates via the data bus 1 3 
with the transaction processor 12 to signal the insertion 
of the chosen smart card 1 9 and to transfer data from 
the smart card to the RAM 16 under the control of the 
transaction processor 12. The data in the RAM 16 in- 
cludes encrypted information which is accessed by the 
transaction processor 1 2 and subject to decryption by 
means of a decryption program stored in the ROM 1 2a. 
The decrypted information may include financial infor- 
mation such as the balance of currency stored in the 
smart card. The financial information is displayed to the 
user on the screen 1 4 so that the user may be informed 
of the balance stored on the smart card. 

[0022] In the event that the user chooses to increase 
the balance of currency stored on the smart card 1 9, the 
user may opt to select this option from the display on 
the screen 14. The option is selected by touching the 
screen at the location where that option is displayed. 
The selection of the option is communicated via the data 
bus 13 to the transaction processor 12 which is pro- 
grammed to send data to activate the mobile communi- 
cations facility 1 7. The communications facility 1 7 Is ac- 
tivated to communicate an encrypted message over the 
network illustrated in Figure 3. The message may be ad- 
dressed, for example to an ATM 27, to dispense curren- 
cy of a value selected from the touch screen by the user. 
The ATM 27 dispenses the requested currency value by 
sending a return encrypted message to the facility 17 
for entry Into the RAM 16 under the control of the trans- 
action processor 12. The value of any dispensed cur- 
rency is deducted by the ATM 27 from the balance of an 
account held by the user of the wallet 1 0. The dispensed 
currency is communicated from the RAM 16 to the smart 
card reader 15 via the data bus 1 3 to be entered into the 
smart card 1 9. 

[0023] From the above explanation, it will be seen that 
the wallet 1 0 can be used as a digital wallet in which the 
currency value stored in one or more of the smart cards 
19 can be increased because the display device 14 is 
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user operable to communicate financial transaction in- 
structions to the transaction processing means 12, and 
the data transaction processing means 12 is pro- 
grammed to respond to the user instructions to effect 
financial transfers between the smart card reader 15 
and the data communications facility 17. 

[0024] The cash stored electronically in the smart 
cards 1 9 can be used to make purchases electronically. 
In this case, the user may choose an option from the 
touch screen 14 to make a purchase using the card 19 
entered into the card reader 15. The display screen 14 
communicates this option to the transaction processor 
12 which thereupon Instructs the user to enter the data 
relevant to the purchase. The purchase is communicat- 
ed electronically by way of the communications facility 
17 over the network to the retailer or service provider 
from whom the purchase is being made. A return mes- 
sage from the retailer or service provider acknowledging 
the purchase is entered Into the RAM 16 and the trans- 
action processor 1 2 responds to this return message by 
sending data via the bus 1 3 to the smart card reader 1 5 
to deduct the purchase amount from the smart card 1 9 
in the reader 15. 

[0025] It will be apparent that the number of devices 
that are connected to the data bus 1 3 may be increased 
beyond those described and illustrated in the accompa- 
nying Figures. For example, the wallet 10 may have 
more than one smart card reader so as to provide a wid- 
er facility to effect financial transactions. Such transac- 
tions may Include transfers from one smart card reader 
to another so as to manipulate the transfer of cash from 
one card to another. 

[0026] The microphone 18 is provided to widen the 
communication capability of the wallet 10. The micro- 
phone Incorporates an analog to digital conversion cir- 
cuit so as to enable digital information representing 
speech to pass via the data bus 1 3 to the transaction 
processor 12. The transaction processor 12 has a 
speech recognition program capable of converting the 
microphone input Into a text output for display on the 
screen 14 and for communication to the communica- 
tions facility 17. The user may select an option from the 
screen 14 to compose a message to be sent via the 
communications facility 17. The message may, for ex- 
ample consist of a paging message or may be an e-mail 
message. The selection of the message option through 
the touch screen 14 is communicated to the transaction 
processor 1 2 via the data bus 1 3. In response the trans- 
action processor requests the user, via the screen 14, 
to enter the message through the microphone 18. The 
transaction processor 12 receives the digital form of the 
message via the data bus 13 and Is programmed to 
store the message in the RAM 16. The transaction proc- 
essor converts the digital data in the RAM 1 6 to text data 
which is supplied by way of the bus 13 to be displayed 
on the screen 14. The user is requested to confirm or 
cancel the displayed message. If the message is con- 
firmed, the transaction processor 12 controls the com- 


munication facility 17 to receive the text data from the 
bus 1 3 and to transmit the message over the appropriate 
mobile communications network. 

[0027] The messages transmitted from the wallet may 
5 be to request information from information servers, 
which information is to be displayed on the screen 14 or 
to be downloaded onto a smart card 1 9. The download- 
ed information may, for example, be of sporting results, 
financial share information, music or any other material 
10 which can conveniently be transmitted and received for 
storage in a smart card. Intelligent agent programs may 
be stored by the transaction processor 12 or accessed 
by a request message transmitted from the wallet 10 by 
the user. Such intelligent agent programs may be used 
15 to search for material to be transmitted back to the wallet 
or may be used to filter material which is transmitted 
back to the wallet. 

[0028] What has been described is a banking device 
which can conveniently be carried by the user and can 
20 be formed In the same manner as the already familiar 
wallet. Alternatively the device could be shaped to re- 
semble a purse. The device is capable of stylistic ver- 
satility to make it an attractive fashion accessory whilst 
offering the user a comprehensive money management 
25 facility which includes the management of electronic fi- 
nancial transactions. It will be apparent that in the form 
of a wallet or purse, the device may be provided with 
storage for currency in the form of notes or coins. 

30 

Claims 

1. Apparatus comprising a wallet (10) containing one 
or more pockets (20) for storing one or more cards 

35 (19), characterised by a communication system 

(17) for receiving data from a card, and transmitting 
the data to a remote receiver. 

2. Apparatus according to claim 1 , characterised by at 
40 least one card reader (15) for accepting one of the 

cards, obtaining data from it, and delivering the data 
to the communication system. 

3. Apparatus comprising a wallet (10) containing one 
45 or more pockets (20) for storing one or more cards 

(19), at least one card reader (15) attached to the 
wallet for reading a card, and biometric verification 
means (12,25) for taking an image of a physical 
characteristic of a person, and verifying whether 
50 that person corresponds to the person named on 
the card. 

4. Apparatus according to claim 3, characterised In 
that the biometric verification means issues a mes- 

55 sage if the images match each other. 

5. Apparatus according to claim 3 or 4, characterised 
in that the biometric identification means derives an 
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image of the person's eye or the person's finger- 
print. 

6. Apparatus according to any preceding claim, char- 
acterised in that the wallet (10) comprises a pocket 
for storing tokens. 

7. Apparatus according to claim 6, characterised by 
means (12) for modifying data stored in the card or 
a token In response to messages received from a 
remote agent. 

8. Apparatus according to claim 6 or 7, characterised 
by a reader for accepting a token, obtaining data 
from it, and delivering the data to the communica- 
tion system. 

9 . Apparatus according to any preceding claim, char- 
acterised by a radio antenna (24), and a processor 
(12) for receiving a radio message via the radio an- 
tenna and in response to the message, causing the 
associated reader (15) to write data to the card or 
a token. 

10 . Apparatus according to claim 9, characterised in 
that the data is written to the card or token in en- 
crypted form, and contains information indicating a 
monetary amount. 

11. A method of undertaking a transaction with an au- 
tomated terminal, characterised by the steps of; 

a) transporting a portable wallet (1 0) to the ter- 
minal 

b) transferring a card (1 9) or token from a pock- 
et (20) in the wallet into a reader (15) associat- 
ed with the wallet, 

c) reading data from the card or token, 

d) presenting an image of physiology to the wal- 
let for verification, and 

e) causing the wallet to transmit a message ad- 
dressed to the terminal. 

12. Method according to claim 11 , characterised by the 
step of receiving a message originating from the ter- 
minal and displaying the message. 

13. Method according to claim 11 or 12, characterised 
by the step of modifying data stored in the card or 
token. 

14. A method of operating a portable device, character- 
ised by the steps of: 

a) maintaining one or more smart cards (1 9) in 
a wallet (10), 

b) inserting one of the smart cards into a card 
reader (15) carried by the wallet, 


c) reading encrypted data from the smart card, 

d) de-crypting the data, 

e) deriving a monetary amount from the data, 

f) transmitting a message to a remote party, 

5 g) receiving a message from the remote party 

and. in response, altering the monetary 
amount. 

h) producing encrypted data which Indicates 
the altered monetary amount, 

10 i) delivering the encrypted data to the card 

reader (1 5), and 

j) storing the encrypted data in the smart card 
(19) inserted into the card reader. 

15 
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(54) Electronic banking device 

(57) An electronic banking device to be carried on 
the person of a user comprises a holder (10) which may 
be flexible so that the holder resembles a wallet or 
purse. The holder accommodates a number of compo- 
nents enabling the user to make monetary transactions. 
The components accommodated by the holder include 
receptacles (20) for smart cards (1 9), a smart card read- 
er, an interactive display device including a touch screen 


(14), a mobile electronic data communications facility, 
and a transaction processing means (12,16) in data 
communication with the smart card reader, the display 
device and the data communications facility. The display 
device is user operable to communicate financial trans- 
action instructions to the transaction processing means 
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to effect financial transfers between the smart card read- 
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